
 
 
 
 
A1 certification and artists’ social security contributions in Germany 
 
An A1 certificate submitted to a domestic events organiser by an artist residing abroad or a foreign 
tour organiser in principle has no effect on the liability for social security contributions under the 
German Artists’ Social Insurance Law (Künstlersozialversicherungsgesetz).  
 
Artists’ social security contributions are owed in Germany by all those who pay remuneration to 
self-employed artists. The payment of artists’ social security contributions is also mandatory when 
remuneration is paid to a foreign tour organiser who, for his part, owes the payment of the artist 
fee. It is a levy for the financing of the German artists’ social security system and does not constitute 
a claim to insurance by the foreign artist or tour organiser. The liability for social security 
contributions is also irrespective of whether or not the artist/tour organiser is resident in Germany 
or abroad. The legislative reason behind also using the remuneration paid to foreign artists as a 
basis of assessment for the artists’ social security contributions was the goal of guaranteeing the 
same conditions for the liability of domnestic artists on the one hand and foreign artists on the 
other.  
 
The basis of assessment for calculating the amount of the artists’ social security contributions is the 
remuneration paid to the artist. If the contractual partner of the domestic organiser is a foreign tour 
organiser, the basis of assessment is the remuneration paid to the artist by the tour organiser. The 
amount paid would have to be demonstrated to the domestic contractual partner. Since foreign 
tour organisers would have to disclose their costings to this end, in practice the basis for assessment 
for the contribution liability is generally the remuneration paid to the tour organiser.  
 
The A1 form serves only as certification of the social security requirements that apply for the person 
named on it, and as confirmation that this person is insured in the country in which they are working. 
The same applies for a corresponding certificate issued by the US Social Security Administration. 
This does not serve as evidence of dependent employment in Germany either. 
  



 
 
 
 
The A1 form does not provide any information as to whether the person concerned is self-employed 
or dependently employed in Germany. Thus, the social security contributions are owed even when 
the form is submitted, since the work by performers at concerts in Germany is generally treated as 
self-employed work. This means, for example, that an artist permanently employed in Italy at the 
Scala di Milano is self-employed when performing at concerts in Germany. While artists in France 
are always liable to pay social security contributions under French law, their concert performances 
in Germany are considered self-employed work. The A1 form therefore has no effect on the liability 
to pay artists’ social security contributions, since it does not provide any specific information on the 
work itself. The classification of work as dependent employment or self-employed work depends 
solely on the regulations of the state in which the work is carried out. For this reason, the assessment 
of the contribution liability depends exclusively on how the specific work in Germany is seen 
according to the law. 
 
Even when the German organiser is presented with an A1 certificate issued for the foreign artist, 
he therefore still owes the payment of artists’ social security contributions according to German 
law. 
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